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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: -taansitory — should be 
corrected as -transitory- instead. Appropriate correction is required. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Loewenthal 
et al (EP 1037419A2/ or "Loe" for short) in view of De Bonet et al.(US Patent 6,600,898 Bl). 

Regarding claim 1, Loe discloses "a method for providing transitory audio information 
that is subject to interruption without appreciable loss of content, comprising the steps of: 
receiving transitory audio information from an audio source; audibly providing the transitory 
audio information until an interrupt signal is received; when said interrupt signal is received, 
audibly providing a message that is associated with the interrupt signal; buffering the transitory 
audio information;; and audibly providing the buffered transitory audio information upon 
conclusion of the message", i.e., while listening to a first audio program broadcasting by a 
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broadcast radio source in a mobile telecommunication environment (Fig. 1. and col. 1/line 45 to 
col. 2/line 37), a user can receive in real-time an alert for traffic news as a message associated 
with an interrupt signal for the first audio program, and after the conclusion of the report or 
alert/interruption message, the user can resume to the first audio program without loss of content 
due to the use of a flash memory as a buffer for storing data files in separate lists with their 
identification codes using pointers for resuming at the interruption point for continuing to listen 
to the first audio program (col. 3/section 0014 to col. 4/section 0016; and col. 5/section 0022 to 
col 7/section 0029). 

Applicants argue and amend that Loe does not provide a buffer and a message associated 
with the interrupt signal; however, this technique is known in the art. In fact, De Bonet discloses 
an exact same technique as the system uses a file buffer for temporary storing information data 
for the users before broadcasting to them, per their requests (refer to Fig. 9, and col. 15/lines 27- 
57) and in the same time, beside other radio broadcasting services to listeners, the system further 
provides messages at some interruption with reminders to mobile users (Fig. 1, and to col. 7/lines 
24-58). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Loe's system with De Bonet's teaching technique of using a 
buffer for storing data and providing a message at interruptions as noted in order to offer the user 
a convenience feature of not missing a part of programs by some interrupted programs, using a 
buffer for temporary storing and re-broadcasting the data to the listeners at a later time. 

As for claim 2, in view of claim 1, Loe shows "wherein the buffered transitory audio 
information is provided at a faster rate than new transitory audio information is being received", 
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i.e., the stored audio information can be at any faster and compressed rates depending on the 
broadcaster's source (col. 6/section 0026 to col. 7/section 0027). 

As for claim 3, in view of claim 1, Loe teaches "wherein the interrupt signal is initiated 
by the actuation of a repeat function and the message corresponds to a predetermined portion of 
the buffered transitory audio information", i.e., this interruption signal is constantly provided by 
the broadcaster and/or to the user's pre-programmed for alerts in real-time on selected topics and 
programs (col. 7/section 0032 to col. 8/section 0034). 

As for claims 4 and 5, in view of claim 1, Loe discloses "wherein the message is a route 
instruction" and "wherein the message is a collision warning", i.e., alerts on road traffic are 
inherently understood to including route instruction and collision warning (col. 8/section 0033). 

As for claim 6, in view of claim 1, Loe shows "wherein the buffered transitory 
audio information is stored in a compressed format" (col. 6/section 0026 for compressing 
formats of files from a variety of broadcasting networks). 

As for claim 7, in view of claim 1, Loe shows "further including the step of: clearing the 
buffered transitory audio information when a different audio source is selected", i.e., if the user 
selects a next audio source or different audio source and remove the stored program from the list 
of the first program, other related information to that program also is removed (pages 9- 
10/sections 0041-0046). 

As for claim 8, in view of claim 1, Loe discloses "wherein the transitory audio 
information is provided in the form of a radio broadcast" (Fig. 1, and col. 6/section 0026). 

As for claim 9, in view of claim 1, Loe teaches "wherein the transitory audio information 
is buffered in response to the interrupt signal", i.e., the first audio program is stored in the flash 
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memory or buffer memory as the interrupt signal occurs (col. 3/section 0014 to col. 4/section 
0016; and col. 5/section 0022 to col. 7/section 0039). 

Regarding claims 10-18, these claims for "an automotive information system for 
providing transitory audio information that is subject to interruption without appreciable 
loss of content, comprising: a receiver for receiving transitory audio information from an 
audio source; a memory subsystem for storing data; an audio output device; a processor coupled 
to the receiver, the memory subsystem and the audio output device; and processor executable 
code stored within the memory subsystem for causing the processor to perform the steps of: 
providing the transitory audio information to the audio output device until an interrupt signal is 
received; buffering the transitory audio information within the memory subsystem; providing a 
message that is associated with the interrupt signal to the audio output device; and providing the 
buffered transitory audio information to the audio output device upon conclusion of the 
message" with same limitations are rejected for the reasons given in the scope of claims 1-9 as 
already disclosed above not limited to the cited sections but also to the entire reference. 

For claim 10, Applicants argue and amend that Loe does not provide a buffer and a 
message associated with the interrupt signal; however, this technique is known in the art. In fact, 
De Bonet discloses an exact same technique as the system uses a file buffer for temporary storing 
information data for the users before broadcasting to them, per their requests (refer to Fig. 9, and 
col. 15/lines 27-57) and in the same time, beside other radio broadcasting services to listeners, 
the system further provides messages at some interruption with reminders to mobile users (Fig. 
1, and to col. 7/lines 24-58). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Loe's system with De Bonet's teaching 
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technique of using a buffer for storing data and providing a message at interruptions as noted in 
order to offer the user a convenience feature of not missing a part of programs by some 
interrupted programs, using a buffer for temporary storing and re-broadcasting the data to the 
listeners at a later time. 

Regarding claims 19-22, these claims for "an audio information system for providing 
transitory audio information that is subject to interruption without appreciable loss of content, 
comprising: a radio receiver for receiving transitory audio information in the form of a radio 
broadcast from a radio station; a memory subsystem for storing data; an audio output device; a 
processor coupled to the receiver, the memory subsystem and the audio output device; and 
processor executable code stored within the memory subsystem for causing the processor to 
perform the steps of: providing the transitory audio information to the audio output device until 
an interrupt signal is received; buffering the transitory audio information within the memory 
subsystem; providing a message that is associated with the interrupt signal to the audio output 
device; and providing the buffered transitory audio information to the audio output device upon 
conclusion of the message" with same limitations are rejected for the reasons given in the scope 
of claims 1-9 as already disclosed above not limited to the cited sections but also to the entire 
reference. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony Thuan Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7895. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM, with 
alternate Fridays off. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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